
Every family in the village lined up to visit. 
The homemade casket was set up in the 
living room with a long wooden altar in 
front of it. Each family brought in food, 
incense, and fake money. The room was 
full of smoke. The smells were strong, the 
cries loud. 

As we left, the rain started. First just 
a drizzle, then a downpour. A family 
motioned us to come inside their home. 
They offered us mangoes and green tea, 
and we sat, chatting about Dai customs, 
as the rain fell. I asked about their belief 
system. “We are Dai,” one man said. It 
wasn’t so much a statement of personal 
belief as it was a statement of corporate 
identity. Like many minorities, the Dai are a proud people—proud of their history and their traditions. It’s not just 
what they believe or something they do on a certain day of the week; it’s who they are.

So I shared who I am in Christ. I told him of the God-man, the one who came to destroy death and offer 
life, and I urged him to believe. I told him that God’s family consisted of all who trust in Jesus, whether Dai or 
American or Chinese or Thai. He smiled politely and said, “We are Dai.” 

We prayed for each house on our way out of town. It’s spiritually taxing to visit areas where there is no gospel 
witness, where idolatry and spirit worship is the norm and the sweet name of Jesus has rarely, if ever, been 
uttered. Yet after experiencing our first Dai funeral, those realities felt more oppressive than ever.
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A PRAYING PEOPLE IMPACTING A LOST WORLD

Southeast Asia is home to 620 million people, including 210 million Buddhists. Temples and statues of Buddha 
are scattered throughout villages and cities. The smell of burning incense is always lingering near. Making merit 
is essential for Buddhists, and it consumes everything they do.



5 HADRAMAUT YEMENI ARABS OF 
YEMEN. There has been fighting 

between tribes of the Hadramaut 
over who should rule the province. 
Pray that leaders will work together 
toward a solution. Pray that the 
gospel will go forth despite the 
fighting.

6 CHITTAGONG MUSLIMS OF 
BANGLADESH. More than 30 

girls attend a girls’ center five 
days a week where they make 
handicraft items and hear Bible 
stories. Pray that God’s Word will 
speak into their hearts.

7 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Pray for work in Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia, involving university 
outreach, family mentorship, 
church-planting training, health 
education classes, medical 
ministries, and equipping nationals 
to participate in the Great 
Commission.

8 CENTRAL ASIAN UNENGAGED 
PEOPLES. Pray for the 200,000 

Khorasani Turks of Iran who have 
no known witness to the gospel. 
Pray that they will encounter the 
gospel and believe. Ask God to 
send workers to live among them.

9 BUDAPEST, HUNGARY. Baptist 
representatives Monte and 

April Baker recently moved to a 

district in Budapest. Pray for good 
relationships to form quickly, with 
witnessing opportunities that lead 
to changed hearts and a vibrant 
new church plant.

10 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
When Buddhists consider 

Christianity, the fear of no longer 
worshiping and appeasing the 
spirits of their ancestors or other 
powerful spirits is often paralyzing. 
Many worry about being 
ostracized from family. Pray for the 
chains of fear to be broken.

11 DEAF PEOPLES. Sarah 
Crawley* and her 

roommates hosted a henna 
party in the Middle East. The team 
used henna designs to tell Bible 
stories to women who had never 
encountered God’s Word before. 
Pray for future meetings with the 
women, and ask God to soften 
their hearts to His Word.

12 NU OF COLOMBIA. Only 
two of the seven Nu clans 

have heard the gospel message. 
Security issues are preventing 
national missionaries from traveling 
to the other five clans. Ask God 
to lead Nu believers to share the 
gospel with other Nu people.

13 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Bangkok, Thailand, is home 

to 14 million people, most of 
whom are Thai Buddhists. Spiritual 
darkness looms around every 
corner. Ask God to move in the 
capital city of the “Land of Smiles.” 

14 HAUSA OF WEST AFRICA. 
Hausa pastors live scattered 

across eastern Niger, sometimes in 
places up to two hours away from 
another believer. Pray that they will 
be strengthened and encouraged 
in their walk with the Lord.

15 MISTY MOUNTAIN PEOPLES OF 
EAST ASIA. As ideas from the 

media seep into their worldview, 
many believers struggle with desires 
for material things. Pray that they 

And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. (John 1:14, ESV)

1 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Many passport and visa 

laws have changed in southern 
Thailand, making it difficult for 
Burmese workers to work there 
legally. Pray for the Burmese 
diaspora as they seek work. Pray 
that they will encounter the gospel. 

2 DIGO OF KENYA AND 
TANZANIA. Pray for participants 

at the Kisima Rehabilitation Center 
as they work to set aside things 
from their pasts: prostitution, crime, 
heroin addictions. Pray that they 
will be victorious and find new life 
in Christ.

3 FUKUOKA, JAPAN. Fukuoka, 
on Japan’s island of Kyushu, 

is home to more than 2 million 
people who follow both Buddhist 
and Shinto traditions. Pray for the 
salvation of the people of Fukuoka.

4 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Pray for the many from 

unreached people groups in 
Myanmar who work in the factories 
of southern Thailand. Ask the 
Father to open their hearts to listen 
and respond to the Good News.



will fix their eyes on the Lord.

16 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Two teams are partnering 

with Thai Baptists to start groups 
and churches and to make 
committed disciples of Christ. Pray 
that they will abide in Christ and 
that their will work bear much fruit.

17 SAUDI ARABS OF SAUDI 
ARABIA. If just 1 percent 

of Saudis followed Jesus, there 
would be 200,000 believers. If those 
200,000 believers committed to 
living and speaking the gospel, the 
nation would be transformed. Ask 
God to draw Saudis to Himself.

18 DELHI, INDIA. In 2016, more 
than 2,000 Muslims received 

a copy of the New Testament. Pray 
that they will take time to read the 
Word. Pray that the seeds sown will 
begin to bear fruit.

19 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Pray for spiritual discussions 

that lead to true disciples who 
are eager to carry the gospel 
throughout Thailand and Asia. Pray 
for workers to be led by the Spirit, 
boldly sharing the Good News.

20 SORANI AND BEHDINI KURDS 
OF CENTRAL ASIA. Praise God 

that a man has come to faith after 
nearly seven years of hearing the 

gospel! Pray that his wife will also 
believe.

21 MALTESE OF MALTA. The main 
island of Malta is not large, 

but with narrow streets and heavy 
traffic, it can take over an hour to 
travel just a few miles. Pray for more 
Bible studies and outreaches in 
more locations.

22 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Pray that local believers will 

devote themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and prayers, 
praising God and having favor with 
all people. Ask the Lord to add 
to their number day by day (Acts 
2:42, 47).

23 DEAF PEOPLES. On October 
13, 2016, the beloved king of 

Thailand passed away. The country 
has been in mourning, which could 
continue for a year. Pray that Deaf 
believers will use this opportunity to 
share about the King of kings.

24 UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS 
OF COLOMBIA. Praise 

God that five Cuban families 
have sensed the call to come to 
Colombia to serve as cross-cultural 
missionaries! Pray for these families 
as they prepare for this missions 
opportunity.

25 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Christians connect with 

Thai students through the City 
English Project for English practice, 
relationship building, and seed 
sowing. Ask God to use this ministry 
to impact the lives of Thai students 
with the gospel.  

26 NORTHERN COASTAL PEOPLES 
OF MOZAMBIQUE. Pray for 

Mwani believers who are facing 
persecution. Several have backed 
away from being obedient to 
Christ. Ask God to draw them back 
to Himself.

27 PEOPLE OF TAIWAN. Pray 
that plans to plant multiple 

churches in Taiwan will come to 
fruition. Pray that God will lead 
believers to the best places and 
the right co-workers to accomplish 
this task.

28 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Pray for revival in the Thai 

Church. Ask God to raise up 
leaders and to lead all believers to 
embrace the Great Commission.

29 NORTH AFRICANS OF 
BELGIUM. Sureya* goes to a 

local church pantry each month to 
get nourishment for her family. She 
comes and goes quickly, without 
interacting with others. Pray for 
Sureya to see her need not just for 
physical bread, but also for spiritual 
bread.

30 HINDU PEOPLES OF 
MYANMAR. A worker is 

training local believers to share 
the gospel with those who live in 
their neighborhoods. Pray that the 
sharing of their testimonies and the 
Word will lead to fruit.

31 SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Praise God for the first known 

believers in a very remote people 
group in the mountains of northern 
Laos! Pray that this husband and 
wife will be bold to share as the 
Lord reveals Himself to them.
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Ten Year Journey by Ruth Harrison

Ten years ago, Matt’s sisters believed and he became friends with a Christian man. They talked often about 
God and Jesus’ eternal gift. Matt seemed to understand the gospel and his need for Christ. He saw the peace, 
hope, and strength that faith in Christ offers. He wanted to be a Christian and experience those things, too.

Matt’s friend asked, “What stands in 
the way of your committing your life to 
Christ?” Matt replied, “Well, if I were young 
and wasn’t the head of a family, I would 
be a Christian, but my family relies on me 
in our Buddhist rituals.” 

Today, his sisters and Christian friend 
continue to share the hope and freedom 
found in Christ. Though Matt and his wife 
have professed faith in Christ and are 
engaged in discipleship, they have not 
truly surrendered their folk Buddhism. Matt 
explained, “My community depends on 
me to offer gifts to the spirits. What can I 
do?”

The barrier to the gospel remains for Matt and his wife. Pray that they will accept that Jesus Christ is the only 
way to God. Pray for the many Northern Thai people, asking that they will hear God’s voice and enter His rest.
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